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is sick.”” When his turn comes, they give him his
share of whatever they have boiled, roasted, or
dragged over the coals, just the same as the others,
for they are not accustomed to seek or prepare any
special food for him. Now if the sick man eats what
is given him, it is a good sign; otherwise, they say
that he is very sick, and after some days (if they can)
they will send for the Awtmoin, whom the Basques
call Pilotoys; i.e., sorcerer.” [81] Now this Pilotoys, hav-
ing studied his patient, breathes and blows upon him
some unknown enchantments; you would say that
these chest winds ought to dispel the vitiated humors
of the patient. If he sees after some days, that not-
withstanding all his blowing the evil does not disap-
pear, he finds the reason for it according to his own
ideas, and says it is because the Devil is there inside
of the sick man, tormenting and preventing him from
getting well; but that he must have the evil thing,
get it out by force and kill it. Then all prepare for
that heroic action, the killing of Beelzebub. And
the Autmoin advises them to be upon their guard, for
it can easily happen that this insolent fellow, seeing
himself badly treated by him, may hurl himself
upon some one of the crowd, and strangle him upon
the spot. For this reason he allots to each one his
part of the [82] farce; but it would be tedious to de-
scribe, for it lasts fully three hours.

The sum and substance of it is that the Juggler
hides a stick in a deep hole in the ground, to which is
attached a cord. Then, after various chants, dances,
and howls over the hole, and over the sick man, who
is not far away, of such kind that a well man would
have enough of it to deafen him, he takes a naked
sword and slashes it about so furiously that the sweat



